MMGC Order of Merit
1. Aims

The MMGC Order of Merit was introduced for the following three reasons:

● To have a ranking system based on results in MMGC tournaments and on MMGC courses. Most sports clubs do have some form of ranking system. Furthermore, many of our members are (understandably) not able or willing to travel to south-east England to regularly compete on the BMGA Tour; therefore the BMGA Order of Merit is relatively meaningless to them. This MMGC Order of Merit allows our members to compare their performances against other members on a consistent basis rather than just on-the-day tournaments.

● To give the club a device of ranking members which can be used to select the teams the club enters at the BMGA British Club Championship which is not open to personal bias. 
● To give players an extra incentive to attend MMGC tournaments.

2. Two Versions

1. There are two versions of the MMGC Order of Merit: Rolling 52 Weeks and Calendar Year. 

2. As the title suggests, the Rolling 52 Weeks Order of Merit takes into account tournament results from only the past 52 weeks. 

3. In contrast, the Calendar Year Order of Merit, which is only calculated after the final ranking tournament of the season, only takes into accounts tournament results from a specific calendar year. For example, 2014. 
3. Rolling 52 Weeks Order of Merit
1. A player can earn ranking points at MMGC Tournaments and tournaments played on MMGC courses in the past 52 weeks. Once a tournament becomes more than 52 weeks old, any points earned from that tournament are dropped.
2. The maximum number of points available at each tournament is dependent on the number of MMGC members competing at each tournament. If there are 5 members at a tournament, the winner will score 5 points.

3. The higher the position a player finishes at a tournament, the more ranking points they earn. For example, if there are 5 members in the tournament:

● 1st place will score 5 points 
● 2nd place will score 4 points 
● 3rd place will score 3 points 
● 4th place will score 2 points 
● 5th place will score 1 point
4. In the event of a tie which is not settled by a play-off, the number of points the tied players earned are added together then divided by 2. For example, if two players are tied in 6th place and 6th place was worth 8 points and 7th place worth 7 points, the 8 and 7 would be added together and divided by 2. Both players would therefore score 7.5 points.

5. Only a player’s best 3 ranking tournaments from the past 52 weeks count towards their position in the Order of Merit. A 52 week Order of Merit can only exist if there has been a minimum of 5 Qualifying Tournaments in the past 52 weeks. The rationale for this is simple: a ranking system should be based on a player’s best results, not every result, otherwise the Order of Merit is merely a reflection of the number of tournaments played in a given period rather than a reflection of the best minigolf played in that period. 
6. New members are eligible to earn Order of Merit ranking points at any stage after playing in a MMGC tournament which has an entry fee that partly or fully goes to the club.
4. Calendar Year Order of Merit
1. The Calendar Year Order of Merit is the same as the Rolling 52 Week Order of Merit with just one exception: a player’s best 3 ranking tournaments from a calendar year counts towards their position. 
2. A calendar year Order of Merit is only calculated where there is a minimum of 5 Qualifying tournaments in a calendar year. The rationale for this is simple: a ranking system should be based on a player’s best results, not every result, otherwise the Order of Merit is merely a reflection of the number of tournaments played in a given period rather than a reflection of the best minigolf played in that period. 
5. Qualifying Tournaments

1. Players can earn Order of Merit ranking points at the following tournaments:

● Midlands Open

● MMGC Matchplay Championship
● MMGC Star City Classic

● MMGC Strokeplay Championship (this is held at the same time as the MIT)

2. In addition, players can also earn Order of Merit ranking points from BMGA strokeplay ranking tournaments at the following MMGC courses:

● Castleford

● Charnwood Golf Complex (Loughborough)

● Dorridge (12 Lane)

● Dorridge (18 Lane)

● Nottingham

● Stratford-upon-Avon

● Star City

● Warwick

6. Prizes from 2017 Onwards (Calendar Year Order of Merit)
1. After the final ranking tournament of the year, the player who is 1st in the Order of Merit becomes the MMGC Order of Merit winner. There will be a trophy for the winner and medals for the top 3.
2. The player who finishes a year ranked the highest number of places higher than their previous year’s ranking becomes the MMGC Most Improved Player of the Year. There will be a trophy or medal for the winner. 

3. The above trophies and medals will only be awarded in years where there is a minimum of 5 ranking tournaments – see section 4.2 of this document.
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